
June 2 
Advance Classes Start 
 
August 15 
Crossover Workshop 
 
August 24 
Advance Classes Start 
 
August 28-30 
Youth Camp 
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

JONATHAN DE LA O 

JESUS: IT IS FINISHED 

When He had received the drink, Jesus said, ñIt is finished.ò With that, He bowed His head and 

gave up His spirit (John 19:30). 

Perfection has always been the goal of God. He has succeeded with the cross of sacrifice. The 

perfect God became the perfect man and died the perfect death to produce the perfect way for 

salvation. There is no other path to eternal life than through Christ Jesus our Lord (John 14:6), I am the way 

the truth and the life no man comes to the Father but through me, youôre all done. We must accept His death, 

burial, and resurrection as we confess Him as Lord (Romans 10:9-10). Once a nonbeliever takes this action, 

they will receive the salvation offered through His action on the cross sealed by the resurrection. For the new 

believer, what Jesus finished has just begun. 

BRUCE HITCHCOCK 

CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGIST 

ñWhen Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were 

very much disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israel-

ites.ò   Nehemiah   2 : 10   NIV  

Many of us are familiar with the compassionate, kind-hearted, character of Nehemiah. He was 

living the good old palace life, although dangerous, as the cupbearer to king Artaxerxes. He 

heard the news from one of his brothers about the conditions of his motherland. He couldnôt help but go and 

support in any way that he could. However, upon arrival he immediately received opposition. Nehemiah and 

those who will join him donôt even get started and they were already facing opposition.  

This part is strange to me, why would anyone oppose something that was obviously good and needed for the 

wellbeing of those residing in Jerusalem. Rebuilding the walls would create security and protection, not only to 

able body men and women but children as well. It reminds me that the Enemy does not care about this at all 

and is more than happy to oppose our work in the Lord. 

What is more surprising is the fact that the opposition continued and intensified all throughout their work. Nehe-

miah 4:1-4 we hear of their insults that forced them to arm themselves and stay on guard in shifts. This would 

have delayed the work. In chapter 6, Scripture says that five times they sent threats over. Even after building 

they continued to face opposition. 

This reminds us that the Enemy will not stopéand neither should we. May we have the fortitude of these men 

and women who persevered and endured the hardship. At the end of the day it is worth it. Be blessed and en-

couraged everyone.  
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CSBC Minister's Wives Luncheon  
10.22.24 - 12PM  - magnolia church 

 

La biblia nos anima a dar seg¼n lo que hayamos propuso en su coraz·n. 

Dar siempre ha sido una motivacion para m² vida ya qu® reconozco que todo lo que 

tengo le pertenece a Dios. 

Como iglesias hispanas creemos en la cooperacion y en la ayuda mutua. Tambi®n c·mo iglesias     

hispanas bautista somos m§s fuertes cooperando juntos.  

Quiero dar gracias por su cooperacion al plan cooperativo de nuestra asociaci·n y convenci·n, cada 

a¶o su participaci·n a ®ste plan est§ haciendo una diferencia enorme en la vida de misioneros      

locales y internacionales y plantadores de iglesia, y a parte su participaci·n en el plan cooperativo 

ayuda a apoyar a otras causas del reino.  

Asi que les §nimo a seguir cooperando y partipando en el plan cooperativo.  

Hebreos 13:16 NBLA Y no se olviden ustedes de hacer el bien y de la ayuda mutua, porque de tales 

sacrificios se agrada Dios.  

 

Sirviendo en el rein· pastor Juan Santos  

 

Pr·ximo desayun· con pastor sera en Sierra Vista Baptist Church con el pastor Juan Cervantes de 

9am-11am  

JUAN SANTOS 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
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Pastor Harry Bratton spent his early years focused on enjoyment and had little interest in spiritual matters, 

often dismissing or rejecting them. Reflecting on his past, he recognizes that he was a sinner, just as lost as 

anyone else. He lacked comprehension of the gospel. In 1975, at the age of 25, following the death of his 

father, God began to call him to Himself. No one came to personally share the gospel with him, but he began 

to visit various churches, read the Bible, and study some gospel tracts. One evening, while in his Riverside 

home reading a gospel tract, he prayed the sinner's prayer, seeking forgiveness for his sins, and accepted Jesus 

Christ as his Lord and Savior. The image of him kneeling on the floor in prayer remains vividly imprinted in his 

memory nearly fifty years later. As he continued to read the Bible, he became a member of St. John Missionary 

Baptist Church, attending regularly, participating in Sunday School, and joining the Baptist Training Union on 

Sunday evenings. Through these experiences, he started to deepen his understanding of Jesus Christ and learn 

how to live a life of faith. 

Pastor Bratton began his ministry at the Riverside County Jail, serving one year with a local group that visited 

monthly to teach the Bible to inmates. In 1978, he was ordained as a deacon at St. John MBC, yet he had no 

intentions of becoming a pastor. While serving as a deacon, the founding Pastor James Whitmil was called to 

lead a church in San Diego, prompting St. John MBC to appoint Rev. Henry F. Landry as the new senior Pastor. 

Some members and deacons opposed Pastor Landry due to his differing personality and leadership style com-

pared to that of the founding pastor, leading to a meeting scheduled to vote on his dismissal or retention. For the 

preceding six months, Pastor Bratton sensed a divine calling to preach the Gospel but sought confirmation of 

this calling. A week prior to the church meeting concerning Pastor Landry's future, Pastor Bratton prayed to God, 

ñLord, you know that I am young and lack significant influence in the church, but if you are calling me to preach, 

grant me the strength and words during the meeting to convey that this conflict is wrong and that we must unite 

in support of Pastor Landry and love him.ò Throughout the meeting, Pastor Bratton remained silent. The modera-

tor then inquired if anyone else wished to speak before the vote. As he sat nervously at the back of the church, he silently prayed, asking 

the Lord for the strength and courage to approach the front and articulate what had been placed on his heart regarding the meeting and 

Pastor Landry. At that moment, it felt as though he was lifted and brought to the front of the church, where he addressed the congregation in 

support of Pastor Landry. The church ultimately decided to dismiss him, yet this served as a moment of confirmation for Pastor Bratton, af-

firming that he was being called to preach. Following this, Pastor Landry and several members, along with Pastor Bratton departed from St. 

John MBC to establish Greater Faith Missionary Baptist Church in Riverside. When Pastor Landry eventually left Greater Faith Missionary 

Baptist Church, he recommended Pastor Bratton for the position of senior pastor, and the congregation accepted his suggestion, leading to 

his appointment as the senior pastor of Greater Faith Missionary Baptist Church in 1991. In 2003, the church merged with Grace Bible 

Church in Rialto and Pastor Bratton remained the lead pastor.  

Pastor Bratton has been married to Tanya for 39 years; they are blessed with four children and three grandchildren, with a fourth grandchild 

expected in June 2026. His wife fulfills the roles of our musician and financial secretary at the church. Their son Damar resides in New Jer-

sey and works as a hotel manager. Their daughter Stacy is involved with a homeless project in the city of Santa Ana. Their daughter Sharis 

teaches at a charter school in Greensboro, NC, and also coaches girls' basketball and track. Their last son LaMar serves as the county-wide 

director in San Diego for Love Life, a nationwide Pro-Life ministry.  

Since 2003, Harry Bratton has been the lead pastor of Greater Faith Grace Bible Church, where the average Sunday attendance is 71. They 

conduct a monthly outreach at Joe Sampson Park in Rialto on Saturdays, where they minister to everyone present at the park through Bible 

teaching for children, sharing the gospel, music, preaching, praying with individuals, and distributing Bibles and free resources. Their com-

munity outreach includes a weekly food ministry that assists approximately 100 families, as well as a monthly free diaper ministry that sup-

ports around 75 families. Greater Faith Grace Bible Church needs prayer as they are waiting on a low-income housing project to put on their 

vacant land to move forward. Additionally, they seek prayers for a transitional pastor, a nursery director, a menôs ministry leader, an evange-

lism director, and a Christian education director. 

Greater Faith Grace Bible Church - Rialto  
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1st Wednesday of the month: 11:30 am, Hawkẫs Landing Golf Course, 55100 Martinez Trail, 92284 
 
2nd Monday of the month: 8:00 am, Dennys, 570 E. Fourth Street, Perris  
 
2nd Tuesday of the month: 8 am, Dennys,17009 Valley Blvd, Fontana  
 
1st Thursday of the month: 8 am, Cocoẫs  Bakery, 1140 W. Colton, Redlands 
 

 PASTORõS BREAKFAST SCHEDULE:  
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Another exciting finish to a great semester. Close 

to 100 students completed one of the eight cours-

es that was offered during the year, a third of 

which live and serve in Mexico in Tijuana, Mexi-

cali, and San Felipe. Some of our state side 

churches have formed relationships and are en-

gaged in short-term mission trips with our broth-

ers and sisters in Mexico. We are also excited to 

share with our churches that ten students com-

pleted the eight-course diploma program, seven of which walked on graduation day. Our 

second chaplaincy class soared as the number went from six students in the Fall class to 

close to twenty in the Spring! A handful are feeling the calling to go into the field as a pro-

fession. We culminated the semester with a terrific dinner where over fifteen pastors 

came together to pray over President Groza and with the attendance and collaboration of 

Gateway's SEB Program many of our current students began to show interest and in-

quire about the Masters Program. We will never know the fruit of this program this side of 

heaven, but we remain faithful to the call to equip, train, and serve our churches.  


