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ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

JONATHAN DE LA O 

JESUS: THE LAMB OF GOD 

Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! His sacrificial death ful-

fills the Old Testament type of atonement (John 1:29). 

We know Jesus is equal to the most significant entity in the Word of God and all eterni-

ty. He represents the central figure in prophecy, fulfillment of prophecy, proof of God’s 

Word through the fulfillment of prophecies of Himself, and proof of God’s promises of salvation by 

grace. His death alone guarantees the forgiveness for sin (payment), justification (forgiveness), 

transformation (metamorphosis), holiness (purity), propitiation (restitution), reconciliation (resolution), 

reparation (restoration), assurance (reliability), sealing (guarantee) and communion (unbroken con-

nection). 

BRUCE HITCHCOCK 

CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGIST 

1 Corinthians 1:27 (NIV) 

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 

things of the world to shame the strong. 

This semester in the ADVANCE Program I have the joy of teaching Old Testament Sur-

vey. After reading story after story of people groups and individuals missing the mark and failing it was 

easy to see the need for God's grace and salvation. In spite of their failures and shortcomings God was 

still able to use men and women to achieve his plans and purposes. One of the students picked up on 

this pattern and quickly added the statement, “God qualifies the unqualified”. 

It’s easy to take credit for something when we think that achievements come from our own strength and 

merits. However, if we are honest with ourselves, all we can take credit for is our sin. Everything that 

“qualifies” us comes from the Lord. He should get all honor, glory, and praise. We are just His vessels 

and workmanship that He uses to fulfill His desires in this world. Whether we are pastors, leaders, 

spouses, or parents it is only by God’s grace and favor that we are where we are at, doing what He has 

called us each to do. For those of us who feel “overqualified”, please remember where the Lord has 

saved us from. Those who feel “unqualified” know that you are in good company and that God can still 

use you to fulfill His purpose. 

1st Wednesday of the month: 11:30 am, Hawk ’s Landing Golf Course, 55100 Martinez Trail, 92284 
 
2nd Monday of the month: 8:00 am, Dennys, 570 E. Fourth Street, Perris  
 
2nd Tuesday of the month: 8 am, Dennys,17009 Valley Blvd, Fontana  
 
1st Thursday of the month: 8 am, Coco’s  Bakery, 1140 W. Colton, Redlands 
 

 
PASTOR’S BREAKFAST SCHEDULE:  
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CSBC Minister's Wives Luncheon  
10.22.24 - 12PM  - magnolia church 

 

Es de mucha bendición coordinar oportunidades de conectarnos con otras iglesias y la comunidad. El "GRAN 
DÍA" es un evento evangelístico que puedes usar para alcanzar a tu comunidad.  

Para que el gran día sea un gran evento debes preparar a tu iglesia: enseña a la iglesia la importancia del evange-
lismo, predica sobre el evangelismo, enseña la importancia de  orar como congregación. 

El Gran Día es un día especial donde la congregación se enfoca en el evangelismo para alcanzar a la comunidad. 

Este Gran Día es una oportunidad donde las iglesias pequeñas puedan trabajar unidas y juntas para hacer una diferencia en la co-
munidad donde están. 

Los animo a considerar un Gran Día durante el año, participar y trabajar juntos con otras iglesias. 

La convención estatal de los bautistas del sur,y la fundación bautista ofrecen apoyo y ayuda para que puedan hacer un Gran día una 
forma de expandir el reino de Dios en su ciudad y comunidad.  

 
Salmos 133:1 ¡Cuán bueno y cuán agradable es que los hermanos convivan en armonía! 

 
Próximos eventos : 

 

*Desayuno de pastor, sábado 28 de marzo  

Lugar: Iglesia West Grand Baptist Church, con el pastor Bill Rojas 

709 West Grand Blvd Corona, CA 92882- De 9am-11am  

JUAN SANTOS 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
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Bryant Street Baptist Church in Yucaipa was established in 

1968 by a group of 12 people, and within a few weeks grew to 

over 72 in attendance. Moving forward to the year 2020, the 

church faced Covid without a pastor, and Adam Groza, who is 

now the president at Gateway Seminary, took on the role of inter-

im pastor to guide them through this challenging period where 

the church almost had to shut down. With Adam’s leadership, the 

church called Pastor Mike Levitsky as the senior pastor, and he 

and his wife Stacy have now been there for five years. 

Pastor Mike was raised going to church with his family and he 

spent a lot of his childhood assisting his parents in serving the 

Lord. For much of his upbringing, his parents ran a food ministry 

out of their garage. Homeless people knocking at the door, 

spending the night, or borrowing their shower was a weekly oc-

currence. At the age of five, he accepted Christ as his Lord and 

Savior. "By that time, I had a mind full of scriptures and a 

tummy full of goldfish crackers." Those early years in his life 

shaped who He is today. As he matured, Pastor Mike began to 

grasp the concept of salvation on a deeper level. During his teen-

age years he faced doubts as he discovered that scripture was 

not as straight forward as he once believed, prompting him to 

seek answers to his questions. He had to confront his own sins 

and recognize his need for God's continual forgiveness. 

Throughout high school and college, he spent time reading com-

mentaries and attending church as often as he could. “I couldn't 

get enough of God’s word. I loved God, His word, and His 

people, and tried to serve him to the best of my ability." It 

was shortly after getting married that Pastor Mike felt called to 

pastoral ministry. After losing their apartment, he and his wife 

moved in with Ryan Krause, a pastor they barely knew. Ryan 

recognized the calling in Mike’s life and motivated him to pursue 

it, which resulted in Pastor Mike interning at his church and re-

ceiving mentorship from him. Six months later, he found himself 

at Immanuel Baptist through 

music and took on a role as an 

educator at the Packinghouse 

Christian Academy, teaching 

middle and high school students. 

This experience was instrumen-

tal in training him to teach, allow-

ing him to make a significant 

impact on many students who 

later pursued ministry careers. 

After a few years of hiding 

behind the instruments, God 

strongly impressed upon him 

to go forward and pursue the 

calling He had placed on him. “He called me to put down the 

instruments and pursue a teaching ministry.” Even though 

music felt safe, he was prepared to surrender his plan to God, no 

matter where it led him. Soon after, he enrolled at Golden Gate 

and began the journey that would lead him to become the pastor 

of Bryant Street Baptist Church. 

Pastor Mike and his wife Stacy are going to celebrate their 20th 

wedding anniversary on October 7th. They have two boys and a 

close extended family, with many that also attend and serve at 

Bryant Street. Their family stepped in to fill the necessary roles to 

help the church regain its health. When Pastor Mike first arrived 

at Bryant Street, there were around 40 people attending, and the 

church has grown to 140 people every Sunday. The Lord has 

been doing amazing things at Bryant Street! In December, they 

had one baptism, and another one followed in January. Recently, 

they’ve had a profession of faith that they hope will lead to anoth-

er baptism. 

Bryant Street Baptist Church is finding creative ways to serve 

their community. In 2025, they started their Beautiful Feet Minis-

try, aiming to knock on every door in Yucaipa, about 20,000 

homes. Last year they managed to visit around 3,000 of them, 

sharing the gospel and inviting people to join their church. Bryant 

Street also has a GriefShare ministry with about 20 attendees 

each week from the community. Additionally, they have a lay 

care ministry called the Stephen ministry that addresses areas 

not covered by GriefShare. They also hold church services at two 

local care facilities, where members of BSBC go every week to 

lead worship and teach the Bible to the residents. 

Please keep Bryant Street in your prayers as they are a growing 

church with a mission to reach the lost, focusing on growth 

through salvations rather than transfer growth. Pray for wisdom 

for Pastor Mike as he leads Bryant Street. Additionally, he would 

appreciate prayers for his ministry project. This marks his final 

year in the DMin program, and he aims to guide his church in 

developing a  vision and values statement as they pursue the 

Lord's guidance on their path as a church. 



Scan to Register! 
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INICIATIVA 

TARJETA 

Compartiendo el Evangelio en la Copa 

Mundial FIFA 2026 

qrco.de/AMARILLA qrco.de/yellowcardregistration  

Para Registrarse 
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KIRK - I was raised 
in a Southern Bap-
tist home where my 
parents were pas-
tors and missionar-
ies. As a pastor’s 
kid, I saw both the 
beauty and the 
pain of ministry. I 
experienced love 
from many, but 
also witnessed 
church leaders 
harass my parents, 

which  pushed me away from church.  In my teens, I fell 
into partying, drugs, and addiction. At 18, after my dad 
confronted me about drugs in our home. He said, “I love 
you son and you need to stop. If not, you have to go. 
For me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” I chose 
to leave and spent a year homeless. It was the darkest 
days of my life.  In 1996, my dad heard about Set Free 
Discipleship Ranch when Pastor Willie Dalgity shared 
about it at an IESBA prayer breakfast. My dad stopped 
by my work at the Ontario truck stop. He invited me to a 
Wednesday night service at Set Free Church to learn 

how to enter the pro-
gram. I told him I’m good 
but my friend might be 
interested. My dad was 
crazy and went straight 
to my friend to see if he 
was interested. He was, 
and they asked me to 
join them. I went reluc-
tantly. That night, the 
Gospel hit me deeply. 
Remembering everything 
I had been taught grow-

ing up, I realized how far I had drifted. At 21 years old, I 
gave my life back to Jesus and entered the Set Free 
Discipleship Ranch for three and a half months. 
While there, I sensed God calling me into ministry. I 
resisted at first, as I didn’t want to be a pastor. My 
grandfather, uncles, and dad all were pastors. Pastors 
were broke, worked terrible hours, disrespected, nerds, 
and dressed funny to me. I shared that with a leader 
and he told me, “So you’re dumping all your sin on 
Jesus and then walking back into the world with that 
empty can?” I asked for him to explain but he just 
walked away. I wrestled all night thinking I wouldn’t do 
that to Jesus after all he’s forgiven me of. I surrendered 
the next Sunday to the ministry May 1996. I began 
serving in youth ministry at Set Free San Bernardino. It 
was Set Free Yucaipa’s first Church Plant. Moved down 
to the old arcade building we leased and slept on the 
floor. I was filled with joy just to serve Jesus. The 
Church and youth ministry grew and saw so many mira-
cles. God even healed my dyslexia, and I developed a 
deep hunger for Scripture. I wanted to learn more about 
the Bible. My dad would load me up with books and 
commentaries. I’d read for hours everyday. I wanted to 
preach the truth of God’s Word and be equipped. I 
attended California Baptist College and later Set Free 
Pastor’s School of ministry. Living in the dorms, I’d go to 
the donut shop and laundry mat. I’d hang out and share 
the Gospel and invite people to Church. Many who got 
saved couldn’t come to Church because they worked on 
Sunday mornings. I asked my dad who helped Plant 
Churches if it’s ok to start a Church on Saturday nights. 
He smiled with a yes. So I started Common Grounds 
Church on the campus of CBU in the Staples room, 
which quickly grew to over 100 people. Lot of students 
then didn’t have cars and walked from the dorms.  
I went back to Pomona to visit high school friends and 
people I partied with. I’d  share the Gospel and many 
were shocked I was sold out for Jesus. 18 of them got 

saved and I decided to do a Bible study with them Sun-
days at 3pm at Garfield Park in Pomona. My heart was 
heavy for them as I felt no church would accept them for 
the way they looked coming from gangs and street life. I 
eventually told Common Grounds that I’m leaving to 
Pomona to Plant Set Free Church. It worked out that my 
dad got Pastor Matt Brown and I together to pray 
monthly. I told him I plan to leave to Pomona and talked 
to Common Grounds crowd about them joining Sandals. 
It worked for me to go knowing they had a great pas-
tor.  Set Free Pomona was special. I not only got to see 
friends following Jesus, but I met my wife Tamra in the 
process. She came with my friend Robert who was 
helping Plant the Church. In 2000 Tamra and I got 
married. She moved into the store front we turned into 
our home.  We had Church services every night and 
Sunday mornings with a meal. We eventually had a 100 
homeless people sleeping in our building each night. 
We still say those were our favorite days.  
Since then, I’ve helped plant churches across the coun-
try and led mission trips globally. Honored to serve with 
the Inland Empire Southern Baptist Association for 
2years mobilizing Churches to engage their communi-
ties. In 2014 I was hired to become a Church Planting 
Catalyst with CSBC and the North American Mission 
Board. Honored to see new Churches reaching the 
cities of Southern California.  My heart is simply to 
serve Jesus and spread the Gospel through local 
churches. I’m a firm believer that Planting Churches and 
unity among believers is the best way to reach the lost. 
Together we display the Gospel that will attract those in 
darkness to the marvelous Light of Christ Jesus.  
Genesis 50:20 captures my story:  “As for you, you 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in 
order to bring about this present result, to preserve 
many people 
alive.” 

TAMRA - February 6, 2026, marks twenty-eight years 
since God saved me. I was raised in a loving family 
with parents who found faith during the 70s Jesus 
movement at Calvary Chapel. Although we didn’t at-
tend church frequently, my parents did their best to 
take us to youth group occasionally, read the story of 
Jesus at Christmas, and made sure we attended the 
Easter sunrise service. Looking back, I truly believe 
that those small seeds planted in my heart eventually 

led me to Jesus.  

Before I got saved, I looked for love in all the wrong 
places. I became pregnant at a young age and had a 
son. I worked hard to finish high school and live a typi-
cal teenage life, participating in sports and attending 
dances, but things didn’t get easier. At 16, I started 
using drugs, which ultimately led to my expulsion from 
high school and the loss of a full college scholarship. 
The drugs destroyed on my life. I left my son and family 

behind and 
moved in with 
an abusive 
man at 17. 
This way of 
life continued 
until I was 21 
when God 
called me to 

Him. One day, while sitting in my apartment on drugs, 
someone knocked on my door, offering bags of grocer-
ies and an invitation to church. I don’t recall much, but I 
remember attending that church and feeling a sense of 
peace, longing for my life to change, even though it 
didn’t happen right away. It made me realize that the 
drugs, the physical and emotional abuse, the pain, the 
hard living, and the shame of abandoning my son and 
losing everything were not how my life was meant to 

be. That was the beginning of my journey to salvation.  

I found myself at Calvary Chapel U-turn for Christ's 
discipleship program, where I began reading the Bible 
daily. The Lord started to work on my heart, and while I 
was cleaning a bathroom with another lady, she shared 
the gospel with me in a deep way. The Lord opened my 
eyes, and I fell to my knees, inviting Jesus into my 
heart on February 6, 1998. After that, I attended Set 
Free Church and participated in their discipleship pro-
gram for two years, where I learned and served Jesus. 
It taught me how to live for Him rather than for myself 
or the world, how to be a good mom, how to love and 
trust people again, and how to walk in forgiveness and 

freedom instead of condemnation.  

“God saved me, redeemed me, restored my rela-
tionship with my son and my family and Delivered 

me from drugs.”  

Since that 
time, I have 
been happily 
married to a 
w o n d e r f u l 
God-fear i ng 
man named 
Kirk for nearly 
26 years. I 
earned my bachelor's degree in science and nursing 
from CBU and have spent 19 years working as an RN 
in the Emergency Room. I am blessed with three in-
credible sons. My oldest is married to his high school 
sweetheart, and I have two beautiful grandchildren. 
Has the journey been easy? Not at all. Have we faced 
c h a l l e n g e s , 
difficulties, and 
trials? Yes. But I 
wouldn’t trade it 
for anything, 
and I am deeply 
thankful that 
God chose me 
and has given 
me the oppor-
tunity to live for 
Him over these 

past 28 years.  

TESTIMONIES - KIRK AND TAMRA OVERSTREET 
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